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Welcome to the SeDoMoCha Middle School Band! I am very excited to have you as a 
member of our band program this year! 

 
This handbook is designed to give you a wealth of information as well as answer 
questions about responsibilities of students who are participating in the bands at 
SeDoMoCha Middle School. The student and parents/guardians need to read the 
handbook in order to become familiar with the expectations for the year. 

 
I hope that the information in the handbook is helpful and informative. Parents, we are 
very grateful for the support you give to the students as well as the band program 
throughout the year. After you and your child have read the handbook, please fill out the 
form on the last page and return it as soon as possible. Feel free to contact me at the 
school if you have any questions. 

 
 
I thank you for your support, and I am looking forward to an exciting year! 
 

 
Alecia Griffin 
Band Director 
564-6535 ext. 1371  
agriffin@sedomocha.org 



Commitment 
 

Commitment to the group is important to consider when joining any of the ensembles. 
There will be two two-week add/drop periods during the school year. The first will take 
place at the beginning of the year (ending on Friday, September 21st), and the second 
will be during the first two weeks of January (date TBA). Students may join or decide to 
drop out during this period, but no one will be allowed to join or drop band after the 
two-week add/drop periods. If a student decides to drop band during the second 
add/drop period, the student will still be receiving a grade for the second quarter due to 
the fact that January is in the middle of the quarter. The student’s grade will reflect their 
efforts up until that point. 

 
In order to add band during the two-week timeframe, students need to see Miss Griffin 
for a band handbook and return the form in the back of the handbook during the 
two-week period. 

 
In the beginning of the year, students may drop out during the add/drop period by going 
to speak to Miss Griffin about it. In order to drop band during the two-week timeframe in 
January, students need to print the release form from Miss Griffin’s website and return it 
during the two-week period. 

 
*If a student transfers from another school and participated in band at the previous 
school, he/she may join the SeDoMoCha band outside the add/drop period. 

 
We put this policy into place for a variety of reasons including making sure students are 
taking responsibility for their commitment and ensuring that the ensembles are able to 
perform at their highest potential. 
 
Please talk to Miss Griffin if financial issues arise with any rental instruments, as we 
want EVERYONE to have the opportunity to play in band! 
 
If at any point during the year a rental instrument from David French Music Co. is 
cancelled for financial or any other reasons, the student will be given a school 
instrument to use for at least the remainder of the current band session. (September to 
January or January to June) 
 
 

 



Band Organizations  
(see attached sheets for schedules) 

 
 
Beginning/5th Grade Band: 

 
Open to all students in 5th grade at SeDoMoCha who would like to play a traditional 
wind or percussion instrument. Rehearsal is on Wednesday. Each student additionally 
has one sectional per week. 

 
6th Grade Band: 

 
Open to all students who have beginner band experience. Students will continue skills 
learned in beginner band with emphasis on technical development and preparation for 
7/8 Band. Rehearsals are on Tuesday and Friday. Each student additionally has one 
sectional per week. 

 
7th and 8th Grade Band: 

 
Open to all 7th and 8th graders with prior band experience. Students will continue skills 
learned in previous bands as well as focus on development of skills in preparation for 
the high school level. Rehearsals are on Monday and Thursday. Each student 
additionally has one sectional per week. 

 
Jazz Band: 

 
7th and 8th Grade students have the opportunity to participate in Jazz Band. The music 
played in this group will be anywhere from standard jazz charts to jazz combo music. 
This will depend on instrumentation and interest. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Music Department Guidelines 
 

Facilities: We are very grateful to have the band facilities that we do, which means it is very 
important that we respect the room and keep it clean. Each student is responsible for cleaning 
up his/her area after rehearsals, including chairs, stands, instrument and music. 

 
Practice Time: Practicing outside of rehearsal is essential to the success of each student. 
Students are expected to practice outside of school so that they can receive the maximum 
benefit from lessons and rehearsals. Students will have weekly playing exams throughout the 
year that they will learn about at the start of school. Students can practice in the band room 
before or after school or during recess if given permission from teachers and/or Miss Griffin. 5th 
Grade Band students will be receiving a practice schedule with weekly exercise expectations. 

 
Music and Folders: Each student will be given a folder and music that they are responsible for 
keeping track of. Folders with music are expected to be at every rehearsal and can be stored in 
the cabinet in the music room when not being practiced. Most music is property of the school 
and will need to be returned at the end of the school year. Students are also required to have a 
pencil at every rehearsal in order to write notes in music if needed. 

 
Music Room Expectations: 
 

1. Students will be kind and respectful towards each other and Miss Griffin.  
2. Students will respect their property as well as their classmates’ property. 
3. Students will be on time and ready in their seats when rehearsals and sectionals are 

supposed to start.  
4. Students will only play their own instruments and not others’ for the sake of keeping 

germs at bay.  
5. Students will not touch equipment in the room without permission, including percussion 

instruments.   
6. Students will make sure they have a pass if they are leaving the classroom. 
7. Students will keep up a great attitude and inevitably have a wonderful time participating 

in band.  
  

Supplies: Most supplies needed (reeds, valve oil, etc.) are available from Ms. Griffin. They can 
either be purchased with cash or check. Checks can be made out to “SeDoMoCha Middle 
School.” Let Miss Griffin know if any financial issues arise with purchase of supplies. 

 
 

 
 
 



Performances 
 

Attendance at Performances:  
 
Attendance at concerts is MANDATORY. Concerts are an exam for the students and will be 
graded as such. It is crucial that after working so hard throughout the year that the students 
perform in the concert. All of the kids rely on each other and work as a team in order to make up 
the best ensemble that they can. Even having one student missing affects the group. 
Transportation and attire issues can both be fixed with advanced notice. 

 
Performance attendance is not only showing up for the concert. It also includes: 

 
• Proper performance etiquette and doing the best possible job that the student can (this 
includes proper performance attire) 

 
• Being a responsible and respectful audience member (this includes staying for the entire 
performance) 

 
• Attendance at dress rehearsals 
 
• Helping set-up and tear down for concerts 

 
Of course we understand that there are sometimes unforeseen circumstances, such as 
sickness.  
 
-If a student is sick, I ask that I receive a phone call before the performance. If I do not receive a 
phone call or note about the student’s absence within a week of the concert, the student will not 
be able to make up the concert grade.  
-Any absence that is not due to serious illness or a family emergency will be counted as an 
unexcused absence in the grade book until made up by an alternative assignment. This 
alternative assignment will need to be completed by a week from the concert date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dress Code for Concerts: 
 

We are SO excited that we have SeDoMoCha Music polo shirts for students to wear at 
performances throughout the year!  
 
For concerts, students will be required to wear: 
 
SeDoMoCha Music Polo Shirt, Jeans, and shoes of their choosing 
 
As always, please let me know if there is any trouble with obtaining proper concert 
dress and we can work something out! 

 
*It is important to make sure that your outfit aligns with the school dress code. If it does 
not, you may be asked not to perform in the concert. Additionally, keep in mind that 
other students/adults have allergies, and try to refrain from heavy perfume/cologne. 

 
 

 
**Most of the information found in the handbook, as well as an electronic copy can be found on my school 
website which is sites.sedomocha.org/sedomocha-band. In addition, I have created a QR code which is 
pictured below for those of you with a QR reader on your smartphone in case you are looking for quick 
access to information on the site.  

 
 

 
 
 

 



Grading Policy 
 

We all know that students learn things at varying rates. However, when it comes to grading, the 
students are in control of their own grade based on their attendance, attitude, and willingness to 
work on becoming a better musician. 

 
Daily Class Participation - 50% 

 
(see attached rubric) 

 
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class, and those who are not in the 
classroom and in their seats will be counted as late. Students who are absent from school that 
day will not be counted as an unexcused absence. 

 
Communication is key when it comes to attendance. Band is a graded class and should be 
treated as such. Of course I do understand that the students are busy and have a large 
workload. It is my goal that students will be successful in ALL of their classes. If a student is 
struggling and needs extra help from a teacher, the student is encouraged to seek help during 
flex time throughout the week, and communicate with Miss Griffin so that she may help with 
coming up with a solution. 
 
Students will not be allowed to miss any rehearsal within three weeks of a concert or 
performance, as attendance is especially crucial around that time. 

 
3 or more unexcused absences, or 4 or more tardies within a quarter may result in suspension 
or removal from the group, and therefore will receive a failing grade. Students who skip 
rehearsals may receive detention at the discretion of the director. Most of these issues above 
can all be solved with communication, and I am willing to work out just about anything with a 
students as long as there is proper communication. 

 
Performance/Concerts - 30% (see previous page) 

 
Playing Exams – 20% 

 
Various musical excerpts and concert pieces will be performed and practiced by the students 
during both rehearsal and lessons. Students will be required to perform playing exams to ensure 
that they are practicing and keeping up with assigned music. Falling behind on his/her 
instrument can be detrimental to a student’s musical journey and additionally can be very 
discouraging. I will not be asking the students to play by themselves in front of the class, as I 
know how scary that can be, but I will be observing them specifically during their lessons to 
check for knowledge of the music. 



Full Band Schedule 
 

 
5th Grade Band  

Wednesday  
1:45-2:30 

 

6th Grade Band  
Tuesday & Friday  

1:45-2:35 
 

7th & 8th Grade Band  
Monday & Thursday  

1:45-2:35 
 

Jazz Band  
Monday & Tuesday  

11:40-12:10 
 

 



Lessons 

  
5th Grade 
Flutes- Mondays 
Clarinets- Mondays  
Alto Saxophones- Tuesdays  
Trumpets- Fridays 
Trombones- Fridays 
Percussion- Thursdays 

 
 

6th Grade 
Flutes- Wednesdays 
Clarinets- Tuesdays  
Saxophones-Wednesdays 
Brass- Tuesdays 
Percussion- Thursdays 

 
 

7th & 8th Grade 
Woodwind- Mondays 
Trumpet- Fridays 
Low Brass/Woodwind- Wednesdays 
Percussion- Thursdays  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



SeDoMoCha Band Contract 
 

Please sign and return completed by Friday September 21st, 2018  
 

 
I, ________________________________ have read and understand the responsibilities as 
outlined in this handbook for membership in the SeDoMoCha Band, part of the SeDoMoCha 
Middle School Music Program. I agree to do my part for the good of the entire program. I have 
also shared this handbook with my parents and they understand the program and my role in it. I 
will attend all concerts and will uphold myself in the most respectful manner as a member of the 
SeDoMoCha Band. I also understand that willful refusal to follow the rules may result in 
disciplinary action and/or dismissal from the program. 

 
 
 
Please stay tuned for SeDoMoCha Performance Dates 2018-2019 

 
 

 
As performance opportunities arise we will try to communicate the information as soon as 
possible! Check the SeDoMoCha Band website for more information. 
 
Signature of Student:  _____________________________     Date: ___________________ 

 
Signature of Parent/Guardian: ________________________  Date: ___________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian email: _____________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian phone #: ___________________________________ 

 
Initial here to give permission for your student’s name/photograph to be used in 
promoting and sharing about the SeDoMoCha Band program, including in school 
newsletters and Miss Griffin’s education twitter (@agriffinmusic)   _______ 
 
 
Check the following that you might be interested in helping with: 
 
___ Music Boosters ___ Chaperoning 
___ Concession ___ Anything else (please list) 
___ Concert Set up/Take Down  


